
  

 

 

The Big Picture: What Few Paid Attention To 

Obscured behind the noise of the controversy of President Trump’s phone 
call with families of fallen soldiers is what actually happened in Niger, where 
Sgt. La David Johnson, Staff Sgt. Bryan Black, Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Johnson 
and Staff Sgt. Dustin Wright were killed Oct. 4.There’s a lot to say  — but 
not much that hasn’t already been said — about the motivations, intentions 
and character of President Trump and a Democratic congresswoman, who 
revealed details of Trump’s call to a grieving widow. Meanwhile, there are 
many questions left unanswered about the mission and more broadly about 
the current U.S. counterterrorism strategy.  
 
— Domenico Montanaro, NPR lead political editor 
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The Russia Imbroglio: Influence-Mongering In Real Life 

Accounts are piling up in which Russian influence-mongers evidently did 
more than interfere with Americans online last year — they did so in 
person. 
  
In New York and elsewhere, agents paid personal trainers to lead self-
defense classes aimed at black activists with the message that they might 
need to "protect your rights," as part of the Black Lives Matter movement. In 
Florida, they used Facebook and fraudulent websites to organize black 
rights protest rallies. 

http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=4b7c29c40d2c1a05bdac10a98a37bcc8b9df3197b396ae41ad89a114228a29843516d15ba125eead9803b7cd94b567f95d14665a64b95679
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=4b7c29c40d2c1a05bdac10a98a37bcc8b9df3197b396ae41ad89a114228a29843516d15ba125eead9803b7cd94b567f95d14665a64b95679
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=4b7c29c40d2c1a052123a681f51ad45b8be3ec6b2c6ab5a37734a49db1cbfba09d4cce27a838ffda48197d8331c0ff8875788447fb724d3d
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=4b7c29c40d2c1a052123a681f51ad45b8be3ec6b2c6ab5a37734a49db1cbfba09d4cce27a838ffda48197d8331c0ff8875788447fb724d3d


  
In Texas, scamsters organized at least one armed, anti-Muslim protest in 
Houston. And in Idaho, they helped organize anti-immigrant rallies. 
  
Each passing week brings more such accounts as members of Congress, 
Justice Department investigators and tech companies look back at things 
they didn't know to view as suspicious at the time. And each new story only 
adds to the frustration of Americans learning they were deceived. 
  
"For any group to collude to take advantage of the pain and anguish that 
African Americans — or any group — are experiencing in this country in 
order to sow further discord is disappointing and revolting," activist Raven 
Solomon told BuzzFeed. 
 
Members of the Congressional Black Caucus are frustrated too. 
 

(Read this week's full imbroglio update on NPR.org on Sunday. Find last week's 

edition here.)  
 

— Philip Ewing, NPR national security editor 

 

ICYMI: Top Stories 

Fact-checking charity claims: The Trump National Golf Club Los 
Angeles declared on its website as recently as this summer that it had 
provided $5 million to various charities. Reporting by NPR’s 
Embeddedsuggests the donations are actually closer to $800,000. The 
Trump Organization never responded to NPR’s requests for comment, but it 
did delete the claim along with a list of charities from its website.   
 
Path to Trump’s taxes?: President Trump is being sued by four plaintiffs 
who argue he is violating anti-corruption provisions in the Constitution, 
namely the Foreign and Domestic Emoluments clauses. As NPR’s Peter 
Overby reports, if a federal judge lets them proceed with their lawsuit, the 
next step would give them access to some of Trump’s financial 
documents — which could include his elusive tax returns.     
 
The week of past presidents: Be it a speech, a campaign rally or even a 
love letter, this was the week of former presidents returning to the limelight. 
George W. Bush gave a powerful speech in New York, where he both 
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criticized liberal populism and a “nationalism distorted into nativism.” Barack 
Obama stepped back onto the campaign trail for the first time since leaving 
office for Democratic candidates in New Jersey and Virginia, as NPR's 
Jessica Taylor reports. And scholars and students can now make 
appointments at Emory University to see his 1980s love letters to a former 
girlfriend, NPR's Brian Naylor notes. 
 

What’s in a deal?: Opposition from conservatives and waffling support 
from President Trump remain serious hurdles for the first-ever bipartisan 
legislation affecting the Affordable Care Act, NPR’s Susan Davis reports. 
 
— Barbara Sprunt, NPR politics producer 
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