
  

 

 

The Big Picture: What Awaits In 2018 

Republicans are going home for the holidays with plenty to celebrate after passing 

their big tax cut bill, but how much they will have to celebrate next year is already 

in doubt. For one thing, their advantage in the Senate shrinks to a 51-49 

majority, leading Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to tell NPR that he’s 

ready to “move on” from trying again to repeal the Affordable Care Act after 

running into roadblocks in 2017 when there were 52 GOP senators. 

  

While that’s frustrating some Republicans, President Trump has been declaring 

Obamacare “over” since the tax bill zeroed out the individual mandate. He wants 

to move on to infrastructure and changes to welfare. House Speaker Paul Ryan has 

been teeing up a 2018 agenda revisiting programs for the poor. McConnell threw 

cold water on entitlement cuts by saying Democrats would need to be involved in 

any legislation on those issues. 

  

Lawmakers will return in January with a huge to-do list. Congress punted on many 

hard decisions, including long-term extensions related to children’s health 

insurance, veterans’ health, government surveillance and defense spending. There 

is lots of optimism in Washington on an immigration deal, but it’s a contentious 

issue, and it’s not even clear how hard Trump will end up pushing for DREAMer 

protections or border wall funding. Lawmakers also have little time to sort out a 

deal to avoid another government shutdown on Jan. 19. The House announced on 

Friday that they won’t return until Jan. 8, leaving just a few days in session to keep 

the lights on.  
 

— Arnie Seipel, NPR congressional editor 
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ICYMI: Top Stories 

A much-needed win: Congressional Republicans delivered on their first major 

legislative accomplishment of the Trump era, writes NPR’s Arnie Seipel. The 

administration says the tax bill will help the middle class, buthow much of the tax 

cuts will actually go to the middle class? NPR’s Danielle Kurtzleben looks at the 

numbers for 2018 and 2027. And while Congress might be able to relax now, the 

IRS will be hard at workfiguring out how to implement the hundreds of changes to 

the new tax code, NPR’s Brian Naylor reports.  
 

An unlikely following: Trump seems like an unlikely torch bearer for evangelical 

voters. But in 2016, more than 80 percent voted for him. As NPR’s Ron Elving 

reports, it’s not that evangelicals think Trump is one of them, but rather that he is 

being used by God.  
 

Questions on vetting: The Trump administration and GOP-controlled Senate have 

been confirming judicial nominations at a record pace. But their speed and 

nontraditional vetting comes at a cost, reports NPR’s Nina Totenberg. Three 

Trump judicial nominees withdrew their names within 10 days, and they’re not the 

only ones who could have problems.  
 

A year in tweets: Remember “covfefe”? Some thought the strange word was a 

result of the president falling asleep mid-tweet. That’s just one of the most popular 

http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=66ccf9fbbfcd027945881f1f6246b448bf8cadae0d060d67977c7653016e2783884bb8e2bb721dfaa61e40da91d2147cc423f09b18bfb217
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=66ccf9fbbfcd027945881f1f6246b448bf8cadae0d060d67977c7653016e2783884bb8e2bb721dfaa61e40da91d2147cc423f09b18bfb217
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=66ccf9fbbfcd0279f5782036231b71fcb0a94a44fddc043574d4c4a7c13bbbbe1cd728743c8f52105b22c2e582f5c7e3267513350de415b5
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=66ccf9fbbfcd0279f5782036231b71fcb0a94a44fddc043574d4c4a7c13bbbbe1cd728743c8f52105b22c2e582f5c7e3267513350de415b5
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=66ccf9fbbfcd02795ae2ba60ec8ea1669a47e96d38a2184cb07cd37d258d5efb9aeaa55b11ccf37025e564ca7f332b43c937c7629ad739b0
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=66ccf9fbbfcd02795ae2ba60ec8ea1669a47e96d38a2184cb07cd37d258d5efb9aeaa55b11ccf37025e564ca7f332b43c937c7629ad739b0
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=732e85050d448ae1bdcfaa3c7266c975dffc08f8100567b813852a2610759a55601d918241da30f5ea22f80dfc008c718e3d8c1a0fde8fd3
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=732e85050d448ae1bdcfaa3c7266c975dffc08f8100567b813852a2610759a55601d918241da30f5ea22f80dfc008c718e3d8c1a0fde8fd3
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=732e85050d448ae17dd72bfe964a57f070475ba8e3285572e13ca8d07e8664417e9e9e40bd3a7e216b6126d40e09bd62adba4ce425f9b47a
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=732e85050d448ae15073d3d514d38985868e12d1b923a0ddf35055c27cbd45b343956a2c9f5c12b7a908c596b68537f0609eb0316d67fcdc


tweets from POTUS this year. NPR’s Tamara Keith reports on the first year of the 

first Twitter presidency, with some of the most popular tweets being attacks on the 

media and name-calling the leader of North Korea. 
 

Foreign policy blueprint: President Trump unveiled his national security 

strategy in a speech in Washington, D.C., on Monday, where he stressed strong 

defense, homeland protection and economic prosperity. His speech had clear 

echoes of things he said on the 2016 campaign trail, NPR’s Scott Horsley and 

Miles Parks report. 
 

— Barbara Sprunt, NPR politics producer 

 

The Weekly Imbroglio: Battle Lines Drawn 

President Trump says Justice Department special counsel Robert Mueller 
is safe. Reporters shouted a question about whether he was planning to try 
to fire him: "I'm not," Trump said on Dec. 17. 
 
The president has many allies, however, who do want Mueller gone. Or 
they want to take him, the FBI and the Justice Department down a peg. 
 
The worse those institutions look, the easier it might be, down the line, to 
dismiss anything that comes from Mueller's team as the product of 
Democratic "bias" — or altogether invalid. 
 
Trump is going along with at least that much. When reporters asked him 
about a complaint that Mueller's team had improperly obtained emailsfrom 
the presidential transition office, he said this: "It's not looking good. It's 
quite sad to see that. My people are very upset about it."  
 
Per critics, not only are Mueller and his team partisan Democrats, they're 
bad investigators. Opponents say that anything that derives from the 
emails — facts gleaned in interviews that quote them, for example, might 
be fruit of a poisonous tree, as lawyers say. Translation: possibly 
inadmissible in future court cases. The special counsel's office denies the 

emails were improperly obtained. 

 

Briefly: 

http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=732e85050d448ae15073d3d514d38985868e12d1b923a0ddf35055c27cbd45b343956a2c9f5c12b7a908c596b68537f0609eb0316d67fcdc
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=732e85050d448ae1526892723536d3a50c71fbf89e1662bb0dd63677b0321ac37cffad7f927b95828451b9780c1545a3963dc7b34ae4b87c
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=732e85050d448ae1526892723536d3a50c71fbf89e1662bb0dd63677b0321ac37cffad7f927b95828451b9780c1545a3963dc7b34ae4b87c
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=70efcdc333d240543b2585ce56e8318bff4d67fb7fbebf8a1829282087bab8d077175ccf60d20e5e27cb1ccc81aaaffe4ebb3cd84037e0bc


 Election strife, protest and noise: In 2017, Russia cranked up the volume, teaching 

Americans to expect high-tech agitation as part of their normal diet of information 

online. 

 Deputy FBI Director Andew McCabe had a closed-door grilling from House 

lawmakers. His testimony follows recent Capitol Hill visits byFBI Director 

Christopher Wray and Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, who both 

defended the Justice Department from lawmakers' attacks. 

 Read this week's full Russia imbroglio update on NPR.org. 

— Philip Ewing, NPR national security editor 
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