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The Big Picture: Democrats Turn To Ethics Ahead Of 
2018 Midterms 

Democrats are trying out a new weapon in the 2018 midterms: ethics. 
 
When most people think about how they won control of the House in 2006, 
the first thing that may come to mind is the Iraq War. But what also helped 
put Democrats over the top that year were Republican scandals – stories 
like those of former Congressman Mark Foley. Last week’sindictment of 
Buffalo, N.Y.-area Republican Rep. Chris Collins, brings ethics back as an 
issue, especially since Collins is vowing to fight and he can’t be removed 
from the ballot. 
 
Collins isn’t the only GOP lawmaker embroiled in scandal that got attention 
just this week. A special prosecutor in Virginia is now looking into 
allegations that staff of Republican Rep. Scott Taylor helped get an 
independent and former Democrat to qualify for the ballot using fake 
signatures. 

http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=ca26bd8ecc29102a3b389df33cd16eff824eb801f12c9e5f271eb43d69db338a695c7848b31e2167bf16d8e330bbb905f52e3d491b4c603b
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=ca26bd8ecc29102a0ba0c5fdd1a596ec38f8842e37468562aa5afdc29e4bd0e431362830cc836c657321a04cf6e21452d4cb0b909b99ace9
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=ca26bd8ecc29102a2f9a8144c421affd513c3eab97e0f73329b5593512d6ee78e19f3c612f3c0530bd06021c3c4e23c7e205027044b27d56
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=ca26bd8ecc29102afc9846fcfcb184cfb50a8d59897955d12a57ee83e7261eb1e99290e405de0f600d615f3347f5fcc177a9a9de1715b84c
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=ca26bd8ecc29102a3b389df33cd16eff824eb801f12c9e5f271eb43d69db338a695c7848b31e2167bf16d8e330bbb905f52e3d491b4c603b


 
Voters in 2006 cared about these issues: three-quarters of them said ethics 
and corruption were at least “very” important to their vote, according to exit 
polls. But a dozen years later in a very different political era -- when 
President Trump has fired two cabinet secretaries over ethics issues but 
retains strong support from his own base – how much do voters care now? 

 

— Domenico Montanaro, NPR's lead political editor 
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ICYMI: Top Stories 

Takeaways from Ohio special election: Republican Troy Balderson is 
holding on to a razor-thin lead over Democrat Danny O’Connor in Ohio’s 
12th Congressional District special election. NPR’s Jessica Taylor reports 
that thousands of ballots have yet to be counted. But as NPR’s Domenico 
Montanaro writes, some Republicans are sounding the alarmbecause the 
race — in a district President Trump won by double-digits in 2016 — 
“should have been an easy win for Republicans.” 
 

Kavanaugh’s impact on Mueller probe: Supreme Court nominee Brett 

Kavanaugh and President Trump share one key view, writes NPR’s Nina 

Totenberg: “Both are deeply suspicious of any attempt to limit the president's 
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power over executive branch officials.” That view could portend trouble for 

special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation. Kavanaugh has repeatedly said a 

Supreme Court decision upholding a post-Watergate independent counsel law was 

wrong, and he’s generally expressed that there would be no constitutional bar to a 

president firing a special counsel. 
 

Trump’s real problem? The “shallow state”: President Trump and his 

supporters have often complained about the “deep state” working to oppose him 

throughout the government. But as NPR’s Mara Liasson reports, the real 

impediment to Trump’s presidency is the “shallow state” — cabinet officials who 

do or say the opposite of Trump. From the NATO alliance to relations with Iran, 

top officials in their words and actions have repeatedly contradicted Trump, which 

one expert says causes "confusion internationally among our allies [and] some glee 

among our adversaries." 

 

Judge strikes down “dark money” loophole: A federal judge this week threw out 

a widely used loophole that allowed some “dark money” groups to mask the 

identities of their donors, NPR’s Peter Overby reports. At least $180 million was 

spent on the 2016 election through the loophole, but the judge ruled that it 

thwarted Congress’ intent to increase transparency around money in politics. 
 

Building black political power: A new organization is working to build the power 

of black candidates running for office across the country, NPR’s Asma Khalid 

reports. The Black Campaign School, established by an Obama campaign veteran, 

will help candidates “workshop through campaign hiccups, and create a space 

where campaign staffers and candidates can speak candidly.” 

 

Women lawmakers aren’t more bipartisan: Are female lawmakersmore 

bipartisan than their male counterparts? A new study says: not really.  NPR’s 

Danielle Kurtzleben reports the study found there’s almost no gap between women 

and men lawmakers when it comes to legislating. As one of the study’s co-authors 

put it: "Women and men are first and foremost partisans.” 

 

— Brandon Carter, NPR Politics social media producer 
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The Russia Imbroglio: Is Robert Mueller Stumbling Into 
Time Trouble? 

In the championship chess match that is the Russia imbroglio, President 
Trump and the White House are hoping that Justice Department special 
counsel Robert Mueller has stumbled into what players call "time trouble." 
 
Mueller, they believe, doesn't want to make any major moves or 
announcements after Labor Day, because he's sensitive to criticism that he 
might improperly influence the midterm election — in the way critics on all 
sides faulted former FBI Director James Comey for his handling of the big 
investigations in 2016. 
 
If that's so, Mueller has roughly three weeks to do whatever he's going to 
do and then — who knows? Simply go quiet until after Election Day? Or 
wrap up his inquiry altogether? 
 
Read the full imbroglio update on NPR.org. 
 

Briefly 

• Former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort's trial is set to enter its 
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third week. 

— Philip Ewing, NPR's national security editor 
  

   

 


