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The Big Picture: Midterm Mob Scene? 

Republicans sharpened their rhetoric after the contentious Supreme 
Court confirmation battle, accusing Democrats of whipping up an “angry 
mob” to threaten violence and intimidate lawmakers. 
  
President Trump invoked the mob threat at rallies, and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., boasted “we stood up to the mob,” while 
complaining that GOP senators “were literally under assault” during the 
Brett Kavanaugh debate. 
  
Former Attorney General Eric Holder fueled the narrative by saying that 
former first lady Michelle Obama was wrong, saying, “When they go low, 
we kick them.” Progressive activists appear to be leaving the stay-
above-the-fray advice behind and backing candidates vowing to shake 
up the establishment. 
  
With just 24 days until the midterms, both parties want to capitalize on 
increased enthusiasm among key supporters. But it’s unclear what 
impact the brawl over tactics and language will have on independent 
voters. Democrats maintain health care is still the leading concern —
making the issue that swept the GOP into the majority in the House in 
2010 the one that could wipe them out. 
 

— Deirdre Walsh, NPR congressional editor 
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ICYMI: Top Stories 

Team of nine once again: Justice Brett Kavanaugh took the bench for 
his first arguments on Tuesday, vowing to be a “team player” after a 
contentious confirmation process. If you’ve forgotten his legal 
background amid the scandal, here is a primer and here is a look at how 
he is likely to rule on critical issues. And now that he's confirmed, both 

http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6e1374a97d26a7f58f8bf66ba23d6d2c0f39938e783e96c02d851fe180236d0db50ef07276dbda9e20a9a35c39cdb19426
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6e4821241d6034d596c27478ef9a44539e8463b00fd2e979fc8da51b38dee53885c40fcbfc569e7626202422ca6e3263ca
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6e4821241d6034d596c27478ef9a44539e8463b00fd2e979fc8da51b38dee53885c40fcbfc569e7626202422ca6e3263ca
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6eb036cf9c51eee1513dde92ddf36e0e0d4b98d3f4cd392a3a5b36e0f134565160f361ba40deb636b1a16ca0270e33b2b9
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6eb036cf9c51eee1513dde92ddf36e0e0d4b98d3f4cd392a3a5b36e0f134565160f361ba40deb636b1a16ca0270e33b2b9
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6e2051d8e3d991afcb9592d23dede30de988ad4375fb45ebe8c411e3085e38c428cf6c3962acffd924dd63adda2bf7e285
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6e594e095c4436f93e20b46febdc052246e0d9d01a6cace0dae1846934e722f5001567ba8ddb83669d5e6610aee612917c
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6e594e095c4436f93e20b46febdc052246e0d9d01a6cace0dae1846934e722f5001567ba8ddb83669d5e6610aee612917c
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6eccad134e574d31864d588011a487239c2e73c02752dc9f9d53f8d170009b637aea33963f8bd8c0b2d1388c43a0fbabee
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=7439cf2e6b1bfb6ee5064e3d304f46543622862a4df74931301be5ce159ccc87d7e770b5684a31a2148abfe90c85fc2d3bec2418fcb811c2


sides of the abortion debate are gearing up for battle. 
 
Yes, he really said that: Did you hear that Kanye West was at the 
White House? It was “quite something,” as Trump put it. Wearing a 
Make America Great Again hat, the rapper gave a meandering, 
profanity-laden monologue in the Oval Office — while also advocating for 
criminal justice reform (we think). 
 
Fact Check: Trump shifted his focus back to health care earlier this 
week in an op-ed published by USA Today. He made a lot of claims and 
placed a lot of blame on Democrats, but much of what the president 
wrote is unsubstantiated. Trump also declared recently that “pre-existing 
conditions are safe” — even as Democrats argue that Republicans have 
put those protections in peril. Who’s right?    
 
Election insecurity: A number of states are trying to deter hackers by 
blocking Web traffic from foreign countries. Not a bad idea, right? Except 
that it’s tripping up registered voters living overseas. And it turns out it 
isn’t really that effective anyway. 
 
A “whopper”: Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., was supposed to win re-
election easily. But now he’s in a tight race with Democrat Ammar 
Campa-Najjar and has been attacking him for his Palestinian heritage. 
An ad Hunter’s running accuses Campa-Najjar of trying to “infiltrate” 
Congress. 
 
Don’t call it “daily”: The number of White House press briefings has 
been rapidly diminishing over the last six months. Once must-see TV, 
the briefings are also shorter — if they happen at all. But that doesn’t 
mean Trump isn’t taking questions. 
 

— Dana Farrington, NPR Politics editor 
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The Russia Imbroglio: The Eye Of The Storm 

If Justice Department special counsel Robert Mueller isn't observing 
a de jure "quiet period" ahead of the Nov. 6 election, he is observing 
one de facto. Notwithstanding a lot of noise about the prospect for more 
indictments or other action, Mueller so far hasn't delivered. 
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That suggests that Washington, D.C., may be passing through the eye 
of the Russia imbroglio and will continue to experience a comparative 
calm until the arrival of the opposite inner wall of the storm, possibly 
after Election Day in less than a month. 
 
If so — what happens then? 
 
More charges, maybe. And it has become axiomatic within the capital to 
anticipate that Mueller plans to issue some kind of report about his 
findings — possibly a major Sept. 11 Commission-style printed book. 
 
Mueller is required to submit a confidential report to Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein when his work is done, but the publication and 
circulation of whatever he files is not a sure thing. 
 
What then? It all depends on what's in the paperwork.  
 

Read the full imbroglio update  

   

Briefly: Read last week's update on NPR.org. 

— Philip Ewing, NPR's national security editor 

  

  

 

http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=afc19a97e71719dcadcb48c7471e2dabeb4968a8abdde1a6377f65cedbf3f9aabd8b016df21458e873995b69737b129e25be1d747c2cd741
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=afc19a97e71719dcc2a9c5dc88616bb18c5214f58e225b6b3677dac6c637f3e6af69c9dc29bd99ecbb68645efb8213ced7b18c73563d8a84
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=afc19a97e71719dc1da9b298d4098b93bfdffaadb3bf8807ff32ab479fe37926f32f5bcb0e68c56fdb54225126b5ee2ffca0186e1a596484
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=afc19a97e71719dc781325875ece3eeea0670a8be4caad44c33a0cf849035876565217d4e59caefae7dac105c0000fd2e358701afd73922d

