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The Big Picture: Takeaways From Manafort, Cohen 
Filings 

Two of President Trump's former top aides are looking at years in federal 
prison — and Trump and his camp allegedly are connected with many of 
the crimes in which they've been charged. 
  
Those were among the big takeaways following the release of court 
documents on Friday evening in a pair of cases that have ensnared Trump's 
former longtime personal lawyer, Michael Cohen, and the veteran political 
pro who helped run his presidential campaign in 2016, Paul Manafort. 
 
What you need to know: 

• Trump allegedly directed Cohen's illegal payments to women ahead 
of Election Day 2016 

• Manafort allegedly lied about breaking off contact with the Trump 
administration 

• The White House said Friday's news has nothing to do with them 

http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=b7ff7085ee3f1a2c85dd701b1a36eeb21713a2177d838f0d83e3ef12ad79ff828f83fa1f71219f7e79e0ee8f352ab9f9dccf051137f43d0f
http://click.et.npr.org/?qs=b7ff7085ee3f1a2c1c740239f34e281dbe755850550c275d81d339bb125ef175dea34b62db6a51a02c808296f6192f27d87d702409b181ce


• Cohen and Manafort may still know more 

• Russian outreach to Trump's 2016 campaign began even earlier than 
once understood 

 

Here are the details  

  

Other imbroglio updates: 

• Trump picks William Barr, an attorney general under George H.W. 
Bush, to return to DOJ's helm. 

• Poll: Republicans are the only group that mostly sees Robert 
Mueller's investigation as a "witch hunt." 

• Michael Flynn has provided "substantial assistance" in the Russia 
inquiry, federal prosecutors said. The court filing also referenced a 
secret investigation; here's what it might be. 

— Philip Ewing, NPR national security editor 
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ICYMI: Top Stories 

Honoring Bush 41: Lawmakers, dignitaries, friends and family gathered 

in Washington, D.C., this week to honor former President George H.W. 

Bush. In a service at the U.S. Capitol, Vice President Pence shared a letter 

Bush wrote his son in the Marine Corps; and at a state funeral at the 

National Cathedral, former President George W. Bush said his late 

father “showed me what it means to be a president who serves with 

integrity." 

 

Trump emoluments lawsuit: A federal judge authorized the issuing of 

30 subpoenas in an ongoing lawsuit that alleges President Trump violated 

the U.S. Constitution's emoluments clause. As NPR’s Peter Overby reports, 

the attorneys general of Washington, D.C., and Maryland subpoenaed 

entities ranging from the Trump Organization to the Internal Revenue 

Service. 

 

Drama in North Carolina: The head of North Carolina's Republican 
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Party says he would "not oppose" a new election in the state's 9th 

Congressional District if allegations of election fraud committed by a 

Republican operative prove to be true. NPR’s Miles Parks reports the 

Democrat in the race, Dan McCready, has withdrawn his concession as the 

state election board continues its investigation. 

 

Bolton on China: National security adviser John Bolton told NPR’s Steve 

Inskeep that the U.S. won’t turn a “blind eye” to China’s trade practices. 

Bolton’s remarks come after a top executive at China's Huawei 

Technologies was arrested in Canada at the request of U.S. authorities. 

 

NRCC hacked: House Republicans’ campaign operation suffered a 

cyberattack during the 2018 midterm election cycle, the group announced 

this week. As NPR’s Jessica Taylor reports, the group acknowledged the 

hack and said it had reported the breach to federal authorities. 

 

— Brandon Carter, NPR Politics social media producer 
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The casket of former President George H.W. Bush is carried inside the U.S. 
Capitol on Monday, where the 41st president would lie in state. See more 
images on the NPR Politics Instagram account. 
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